
DECEMBER 25 • COME! 
 
Read aloud Revelation 22:12-17 
22:12“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay everyone for what 
he has done. 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.”  
14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 
that they may enter the city by the gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.  
16“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”  
17The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one 
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.  

 

Devotional Thoughts 

John also wrote the final book of the Bible, Revelation. In this book he gives 
words of encouragement to Christians during a time of severe persecution, 
painting a picture in vivid images and symbols of what God is doing in human 
affairs through Jesus. 

As this book comes to its close, Jesus issues a final invitation to all humankind. He 
tells us that he is coming soon. He will come to judge and reward each according 
to what they have chosen to do with their lives. Jesus reminds us that he is the 
Alpha and the Omega. These were the first and last letters in the Greek alphabet. 
Jesus is saying that he is the A and the Z, the beginning and the end. He created 
everything, and he is the goal toward which all creation marches. At the end of it 
all, we will all stand before Jesus. 

Jesus says that some people will be blessed, if they allow their dirty clothing to be 
washed. These will be given the right to enjoy the Tree of Life; they will enter 
God’s city by the gates. These are the people who have trusted their lives to Jesus. 

There are others, though, who will not trust their lives to Jesus. These are the 
ones left outside God’s holy city, who have preferred to live life their own way 
apart from Jesus. 

Jesus tells us all that he is the fulfillment of all God’s promises, the branch from 
Jesse’s stump, the Son of David, the bright morning star. He is the one who made 
the church and sustains it, his beloved bride. 

Jesus extends an invitation. The Spirit of God says, “Come on in!” The church, 
Christ’s Bride, says, “Come on in!” This message is for everyone. Anyone who 
hears it is invited to proclaim the invitation: “Come on in!” Any who are thirsty, 
who are parched and dissatisfied with life need to come to Jesus. He will give the 
water of life and will give it freely, without price. 



Jesus did not come simply to inspire us. He came to invite us into eternity with 
him, if only we will trust our lives to him, recognize that our lives are empty, and 
come to him for true life. If we will allow him to transform us and clean us, make 
us new, then we can look forward to that wonderful day of his coming with joy 
and anticipation, not fear and terror. 

As you pray, consider Jesus’ invitation to enter into abundant eternal life, his 
promise to provide living water to satisfy your thirst forever. 


